
Name: ____________________________________________________________ Date: _____________ Period: _______ 

“Switch: The Complete Film” Viewing Questions  

Produced by: Switch Energy Alliance (1:35) 

Directions: As you watch the documentary, answer the following questions in the space provided..   

YouTube link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvaE0PFna84 

1. What country has “Energy so clean you can drink it”? 

 

2. Where are they going when they are going through the tunnel? 

 

3. Where does Norway get 99% of its energy? 

 

4. What is Scott Tinker’s job, by training?  What university employs him? 

 

5. What are some items that contribute to a person’s energy footprint each day? 

 

6. Where is the largest coal reserve in the world? 

 

7. The area dug every year in the coal reserve is equal to three of these: 

 

8. Coal supplies what fraction of energy in the US? 

 

9. What is the biggest driving force in energy production? 

 

10. What gas are they working on trying to remove (with the Dept of Energy) from the coal emissions? 

 

11. While coal is used for electricity generation, what fuel allows for easier transportation? 

 

12. What has the biggest impact on the economy?  Why? 

 

13. What did Scott have to get trained on to fly out to the Perdido Platform? 

 

14. How deep is the water beneath the platform? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvaE0PFna84


15. How many years did it take to get the platform operational?  How much did it cost? 

 

16. What accident did Scott refer to when speaking with the manager?  How do they avoid such accidents? 

 

17. Gasoline makes up about half of the products at the Richmond Refinery.  What other products are made there? 

 

18. Gasoline has ______ times the energy of Hydrogen fuel. 

 

19. What two developing countries are in the midst of creating a huge middle class?  What are the implications of 

this on fossil fuels? 

 

20. For thirty years, the ______________ has been the leading producer of biofuels. 

 

21. Why does using corn not make sense for biofuel? 

 

22. What is being grown in Louisiana for biofuel?  What specific molecule is broken down to make the ethanol? 

 

23. What is used in NY for biofuel (marginal land)? 

 

24. What is the biggest challenge for bio-energy? 

 

25. CNG cost is less than diesel.  What is the biggest issue with it? 

 

26. How are oil sands extracted? 

 

27. What will be the main replacement for oil? 

 

28. The transition of energy for vehicles is going from gas to electric.  What is the intermediate? 

 

29. What type of car does Scott test-drive? 

 

30. Using electric vehicles shifts the energy source back to _____________. 



31. Iceland sits on a ___________________.  How hot is the water? 

 

32. How many people can the geothermal power plant support? 

 

33. What is limiting geothermal power? 

 

34. Why is solar power regional? 

 

35. What is an example of a solar technology that is more efficient than only flat solar panels?  How does it work?  

How is the energy “stored”? 

 

36. What country leads the world in wind energy? 

 

37. With all of their wind turbines combined, Denmark’s wind turbines could power how many people? 

 

38. Where is the wind farm in the US? 

 

39. What fossil fuel do they suggest to use “in concert” or for “filling in the gap” with wind and solar energy and 

electricity demand on the grid? 

 

40. In what part of the ground do we see issues with the hydraulic fracking process? 

 

41. What is an issue with natural gas usage that they speak about?  

 

42. What do they do at RasGas (in Qatar) with natural gas to transport it? 

 

43. How many people could the RasGas power plant support? 

 

44. Comanche nuclear plant could power how many people per year? 

 

45. What natural disaster is a threat to this plant?  How is it protected against? 

 

46. What was Scott required to wear when entering this facility? 



47. How many millirads has Rafael Flores picked up working at Comanche? 

 

48. What is the biggest disadvantage in nuclear power that is discussed? 

 

49. What do they do with the nuclear waste in the French power plant? 

 

50. What are the most important parts of our energy future? 

 

51. How can we accomplish the task of using less energy? 

 

52. What in the film surprised you and why? 

 

 


